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Film series questions official story of 9/11

By Stephen Badhwar

 Special to the News

   Bill Polonsky is a man of action.  Despite his gentle nature and quiet disposition, he has taken on a lofty task.  Polonsky is asking Yukoners to use their logic to re-examine the events of September 11, 2001.

  “You have to use your common sense and look at the events of 9/11 and ask yourself: do these things seem reasonable to you?”

   The things that Polonsky is referring to are the incongruities and impossibilities inherent in the official version of what happened that day.  He says that any cursory look at the evidence will tell you that there is something wrong with the official story. 

   Since late March he has been running a Wednesday night film series at the Whitehorse Public Library.  He gets about a dozen people in attendance at the screenings with new people coming each week.

    He’s just asking people to look at the films and make up their own minds.  While watching the films he finds that people often recognize that something is wrong with the story that is being told by the media.  They have known it for a long time, but just haven’t had the opportunity to talk about it.

   “What I’m seeking is more people in our community to look at this, to say yes or no, to discuss it,” says Polonsky.

   “The films awaken people’s faculties of reason,” he says.

   He’ll hear someone in the audience recognizing a fact or event in the film and noting that they thought it was odd or unusual at the time that it happened.

   “That’s a good spot to investigate,” says Polonsky. “I think more people should know that there are outstanding questions.  People think that 9/11 is an open and shut case – and it isn’t.”

   Polonsky is one of a growing number of people around the world that are asking questions, writing books, and lobbying their elected officials.

   “It’s not that we have to prove anything… we just have to disprove the official story, and that is easy to do, it is easier to do than you think,” he says confidently.

   Of the many links on Polonsky’s website, www.strangethingsdone.com, one links to a site that lists over 250 ‘smoking guns’ of 9/11.  Of these items, Polonsky offers a brief outline of just five.  Please keep in mind that this is a brief, for complete analysis contact Polonsky through his website and he can connect you with his resources.

   One: the complete lack of air defences or any military presence over New York, Washington, and Pennsylvania on the morning of September 11th until after the four airliners had crashed.

   “If they had done nothing but follow procedure on 9/11, those planes would have been intercepted,” says Polonsky.      “In the most populated corridor in the US it’s beyond belief that nothing was done.”

   He says that in the nine months prior to 9/11 there were over 67 interceptions that were executed as routine procedure when an aircraft either strayed off course, didn’t respond to air traffic control, or acted abnormal in any way.

   “We are led to believe that the biggest, strongest, most expensive military force completely and utterly failed.  Yet nobody was fired. Nobody was reprimanded.  Nobody was asked why procedures were not followed,” says Polonsky.

   Furthermore, the military never conducted an official inquiry into this colossal failure.  To make matter worse, they have given three conflicting stories about what happened.

   Two: Hani Hanjour, the pilot who allegedly flew American Airlines Flight 77, had difficulty flying a Cessna 172 on a test flight.  Yet he was able to manoeuvre a Boeing 757-200 from 5,000 feet into the Pentagon executing a tight 270-degree downward spiral in the space of two and a half minutes and hit the façade of the building without even marring the front lawn.

   Experts agree that this manoeuvre would have been impossible in a civilian airliner; the plane would have plummeted from the sky.  Indeed, air traffic control thought that they were watching a military jet on the radar due to the speed and manoeuvrability of the image.

   Polonsky begs the question, why did he circle the Pentagon, exposing his plane to detection or attack, only to hit the part of the building that had the fewest people in it due to it being under renovation?  Why did he not hit the closer side where Defence Secretary Donald Rumsfeld had his office?

   Three: Osama bin Laden was reported to be the mastermind of 9/11.  Yet on the FBI web page for the ‘most wanted’ terrorists, bin Laden’s profile mentions his connection with the bombings of the US embassies in Tanzania and Kenya in 1998, and it mentions that he is “a suspect in other terrorist attacks throughout the world,” but it conspicuously fails to mention the events of 9/11.

   Polonsky says that Rex Tomb, FBI Chief of Investigative Publicity, was quoted as saying, “The FBI has no hard evidence connecting Osama bin Laden with 9/11.”

   Four: never before, or since, in the history of steel-framed skyscrapers has a building ever collapsed due to fire.  There are only three cases in which this did occur, World Trade Center Buildings 1, 2, and 7, each of which totally collapsed on September 11, 2001, reportedly due to internal fires.

   Polonsky reminds us that the WTC towers were designed to withstand an impact from a Boeing 707, an aircraft only slightly smaller than the Boeing 767s that reportedly hit the towers.  He reminds us that these buildings were 110-storeys high and were designed to withstand hurricane-force winds.

   “The second tower collapsed to dust in under an hour (after impact), and we are led to believe that only the energy of jet fuel and gravity caused these towers to collapse,” says Polonsky. 

   The planes had about 10,000 gallons of fuel on board.  He puts that volume into local perspective, “That’s like four North of Sixty home heating oil trucks.”

   We’ve all seen the TV images of the huge fireballs from the planes hitting the towers.  Polonsky says that the massive fireballs indicate that most of the fuel was burnt off upon impact.

   “There was a deficit of energy to cause the damage,” explains Polonsky.  A hydrocarbon fire burns at a specific temperature.  Construction-grade steel melts at 2,800 degrees Fahrenheit.  Jet fuel, or refined kerosene, burns at a temperature 1,000 degrees Fahrenheit lower.

   Furthermore, the buildings fell in just under 10 seconds, freefall speed, the speed at which an object falls through air.  Polonsky says that in order to fall at such speeds the floors below the collapse could not have provided any resistance to the collapse.

  In other words, the only way that the buildings could have collapsed at the incredible speed that they did, is if the building had also been rigged for controlled demolition.

   He says that the 90 floors beneath the impact zone were turned to powder.  “There were no reports of large chunks of concrete.  No walls, floors; it all turned to plumes of dust.”

   Five: WTC 7, a 47-story steel-framed building 300 feet away from the towers, that wasn’t hit by any aircraft or by debris of any size, collapsed at 5:20 pm on 9/11 for no apparent reason.  It took 6 seconds to collapse; again, freefall speed.

  Building owner Larry Silverstein blames small fires that burned in an auxiliary diesel generator room.

   Polonsky counters that diesel fuel doesn’t burn hot enough to burn steel, there’s not enough energy there (to account for the collapse of that building).

   He goes on to explain that when a building does collapse it doesn’t fall into itself because that is where there is the most resistance.  “These building fell straight down through the path of most resistance into a controlled pile,” he claims.

   The most likely way for a building to collapse is to topple over sideways into the path of least resistance.  Yet all three buildings collapsed perfectly into their footprints without falling onto neighbouring buildings.

   He says that if you go to the original oral histories (www.nytimes.com, The 9/11 Records page) you will hear paramedics and firefighters talking about secondary explosions and describing what they thought looked like controlled demolitions.

   These 12,000 pages of oral history accounts were only just released in August 2005 after the families of the dead demanded it and the New York Times took the city to court over their refusal to release the information to the public.

   For a complete timeline of the events leading up to and beyond 9/11, Polonsky recommends visiting www.cooperativeresearch.org.   The site exhibits the exhaustive research of Paul Thompson who uses entirely mainstream sources.

(To be continued in Wednesday’s Yukon News)
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